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What is Scrapbooking?
A Scrapbook is a creative way for you to share and preserve your family history using your personal photographs.  Scrapbooks are more than just a photo album.  They are part album (pictures), part journal (written description of pictures), and part memorabilia (keepsakes, ticket stubs, cards, etc.) –
a meaningful keepsake that will endure for generations!
Who Should Scrapbook?
Everyone!  As more individuals scrapbook, future generations will know about their ancestors and where they come from.  Moms love to record childhood, but it certainly doesn’t stop there – seniors, teens, even children can create scrapbooks!  Imagine books recording family holidays, vacations/travel, college life or even business successes.  How about organizing those old photos your mom found in the attic and making a ‘heritage’ album?  Small albums make great gifts for milestone birthdays, anniversaries, teachers/coaches, new brides or moms, even friends far away.  It’s not hard to do - everyone includes YOU!  I’ll help you make if fast, affordable & fun.
Why Scrapbook?
Preserve Memories

How many times have you been so excited to get your newly developed pictures back that you sat in the parking lot looking at them before rushing home to share them with your family?  Then what do you do with them?  Do they get stuffed in a drawer, crammed in a shoe box, lost in a closet, or do you put them in magnetic or pocket page photo albums?  Your photos are priceless – many people list them as the first item they would save from a fire.
Many of the photo albums on the market are simply not safe.  They are not made with long term preservation in mind.  They actually speed up the deterioration of your pictures.  Are your pictures in those albums turning brown or yellowed?  Is the color fading and the paper becoming brittle?  Eventually your photos will fall apart.

Scrapbooking takes advantage of the scientific knowledge available in the area of photo preservation to ensure that precious photos are not just in an album; they are in a scrapbook that will help protect them from deterioration. Because of this, future generations may be spared the yellowed, faded color photos of their childhood that many of us now own. The sad fact is that color photographs are NOT permanent, however, the methods that we use to store color photographs can lengthen or reduce their life-span significantly.
Build Relationships
Family members, especially children, love to see their photos creatively displayed in scrapbooks.  Creating a scrapbook shows them how much they mean to you.  This strengthens family ties.  Getting together with family and friends to work on scrapbooks will create a special time shared, building stronger relationships 
(and sometimes giving Mom a much needed night out!)
Create an Heirloom

There are many benefits of creating a scrapbook.  By preserving the past, we are showing our children and future generations who their relatives are, the fun times they had, how they celebrated holidays, etc.  Think of the relatives that you do not know or have never seen pictures of.  If someone had put their picture in a safe album and wrote their name and a little about them, think how much you would know about your ancestors – they would not be strangers!  Your album would be a gift to future generations;
a legacy you have to pass on.

Scrapbooking also enriches the present by building positive memories.  Documenting those memories focuses on the good times we have in our lives.  It provides a place for you to display all your treasured photos and memorabilia…holidays with families, new births, vacations, family gatherings and religious events that you can never go back to!  It shows a frozen place in time and brings back warm memories…

My family loves to go through my scrapbooks & remember the fun we had…even if it photos are only a few months old.  Putting photos in my album protects them from dirty fingers & getting bent, so I can relax and let the kids enjoy them!  A properly created scrapbook can last for generations making it a family heirloom that can be fun now as well as cherished by future generations.
Protect Financial and Emotional Investments
Scrapbooks protect your financial and emotional investment. How much money did you spend on your camera? Film? Developing? Where are your pictures????

You need to protect your emotional investment also. The time you spent with a favorite Aunt before she passed away can never be recovered. But by looking back at the fun times you spent with her, you can keep her alive in your heart and remember her always. You can also now show your children who she was and what she meant to you.

Express Creativity

Finally, everyone needs an outlet for creativity!  As your album progresses, you will gain confidence and take pride in your accomplishment.  Many people find creating a scrapbook fulfilling - I know I do!

It can be a very relaxing pastime...something most of us could benefit from!!  And the best part is it is not as difficult as it looks, especially when someone walks you through the process!
The Technical Part of Scrapbooking

Acid Free, Lignin Free, PVC free Photo Albums. What? You ask…..
OK, Acid -free, means a pH no higher than 7; by keeping your supplies neutral you are reducing the damage time will do to your photos.  Paper, ink, and adhesives should all be acid free when used next to your photographs.  Even your hands contain acid, which is why fingerprints can cause long term damage!
Lignin is a substance in wood pulp used to make paper; Lignin free means it has no lignin so it can't turn your pages yellow. All paper in your album should be lignin free –pages, frames, accents, etc.

PVC is a form of plastic that over time emits gasses which harm your photos. Believe or not, many popular magnetic or plastic pocket photo albums are made with PVC.   (It makes them inexpensive to produce)  ‘PVC free’ means the plastic used will not produce harmful gas – this is especially important in page protectors (plastic that covers your photos & protects them from fingerprints, dust, and the damage small children can inflict!)

Products with these qualities maintain its durability and color for generations, and it will not accelerate the normal deterioration of your photos!  If you stick with photo safe supplies, you have unlimited layout options (rather than ‘pockets’), you can write directly onto the album pages and memorabilia may be added right along with your pictures.  Choosing the right adhesives will ensure they are photo safe, permanent and they will not yellow.

All MemoryWorks products meets all these requirements, making our products completely safe for preserving your memories! There are also other good products out there – just be sure to read the labeling to be sure they are safe for your photos;   For example, most markers & pens made for kids may come in great colors but in the long run they will damage your precious photos!
Now the fun begins.

Although scrapbooks come in many sizes, 12” X 12” tends to be the most popular. The big pages allow

you to arrange your pictures any way you want.  Cut them into shapes using templates, trimmers or circle cutters! You may mount your pictures on colorful paper & create “frames” to highlight favorite pictures. Decorate your page with Die-cuts (paper shapes), stickers or other fun embellishments. And don’t forget to ‘journal’ about the event – this means adding names, dates & “the rest of the story” so future generations will know what they are looking at and share your memories!! Create a masterpiece that your family will love to look at for years and years. Even if creativity is not one of your “natural abilities”, you’ll find products available that make Scrapbooking easy - put them to use and make something that will last forever, not just a season.  MemoryWorks offers all of these products and all of our items are completely color coordinated making completing a page easy!  Remember, the most important thing is to stop using those old photo albums and start protecting you family photos!!!
There are TONS of scrapbooking materials available today…what do you really need?  Choose a couple of theme kits to make things easy – they are all the components coordinated for you; than get a versatile acid free adhesive and a straight edge trimmer.  That’s it – you’re ready to go!  You can wait to buy an album until you have your first few pages done…and as your style develops, pick up the additional tools that interest you most.  Scrap with friends and ask to try some of their tools out – find out what you really like before you buy your own!  

Need more help? I teach beginners and can easily get you  started-why not invite some friends for a home class? All I ask is that each guest commit to buying just a single theme kit from me – there’s one for every taste and budget, from $2.50 - $12.75.  Together, we assemble your first pages and you can get a real sense of whether this is something you’re interested in!  I also hold local crops to help you find time to complete your album and learn new techniques as your skills advance – we can work with tags, eyelets, chalk, even fibers…all the new embellishments to make your pages really pop!   Check my website www.paperbunny.com to find out about my current crop schedules and be sure to sign up for my newsletter too.  Host a class and not only can we tailor it to you interest, but you can earn free, MemoryWorks products – be sure to ask me for details!!  Your guests will enjoy the time spent together, learn about scrapbooking, safe photo storage & thank you later.
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Visit me on the Web at www.paperbunny.com for more tips, tricks & layout ideas, as well as a local crop schedule!
